The Legacy of the Iconic Fear of God 
Essentials Hoodie 


Introduction to Fear of God 


Fear of God is an independent American luxury fashion label, founded in 2013 in Los 
Angeles by designer Jerry Lorenzo (Fear of God). The brand is known for its luxury 
streetwear aesthetic, often incorporating religious inspirations and references into 
the designs. Before starting Fear of God, Lorenzo had a background in sports and 
was a party promoter in LA (How Designer Jerry Lorenzo Created Fear of God). 


The label launched with its first collection in 2013, gaining attention for its focus on 
oversized silhouettes, layering, and distressed details. Fear of God has grown to 
offer clothing, footwear, and accessories for men, women, and children. While 
known as a celebrity-beloved status brand, Fear of God aims for timeless luxury 
basics with a street goth aesthetic. 


Launch of Essentials Line 


The Essentials line from Fear of God was launched in 2018 as a more affordable 
extension of the luxury Fear of God mainline. According to the Fear of God website, 
"Essentials was created to anchor the Fear of God uniform and provide a necessary 
foundation for a man's wardrobe" (Fear of God). While the main Fear of God 
collection retails for luxury/designer prices, the Essentials line offers basic staples 
like hoodies, sweatpants, and t-shirts at lower price points. This enabled founder 
Jerry Lorenzo to bring his signature Fear of God aesthetic to a wider audience. The 
Essentials line debuted for Spring 2018 with a restrained color palette of neutrals 
and basics meant to pair perfectly with the more fashion-forward mainline pieces. 


Essentials Hoodie History 


The iconic Essentials hoodie was designed by Jerry Lorenzo in 2018 as part of the 
first collection for the more affordable Essentials line. Lorenzo wanted to create 
luxury basics with premium details, while still being accessible to more customers. 


Some key design elements of the classic Essentials hoodie include: 


Boxy, oversized fit 

Dropped shoulder seams 

Kangaroo pocket 

Double layered hood with adjustable drawstrings 
Ribbed cuffs and hem 

Made in USA with premium cotton and fleece 


The hoodie comes in a variety of colors like black, gray, and cream. Lorenzo focused 
on high quality construction and fabrics to create a classic, versatile hoodie. The 
oversized silhouette and luxury details made it stand out from other basics on the 
market. 


According to an interview with Lorenzo on FearofGod.com, it took over a year to 
develop the Essentials hoodie until it met his standards. He wanted to create a 
hoodie he would want to wear every day. 


Celebrity Endorsements 


The Essentials hoodie quickly became a celebrity favorite after launching in 2018. It 
was spotted on major stars across music, sports, and entertainment. Some of the 
most notable celebrities seen wearing the iconic Essentials hoodie include: 


@ Justin Bieber - The pop star sported the hoodie in black while out and about in 
Los Angeles. 

Rihanna - The singer and fashion icon wore a cropped version of the hoodie in 
tan. 

Kendall Jenner - The supermodel and reality star was photographed in LA 
wearing the Essentials hoodie. 

NBA players - Many basketball stars like Dwyane Wade and PJ Tucker wore 
the hoodie during 2018 NBA All-Star Weekend. 

The hoodie's popularity extended across entertainment fields, gender, and 
generations - from young pop stars to veteran athletes. This range of 
celebrity fans helped drive the hype and demand for the Essentials hoodie 
even higher. 


Why the Essentials Hoodie Became So Popular 


The Essentials hoodie quickly became one of the most coveted and hyped up pieces 
of streetwear for several key reasons: 


First and foremost was the exceptional quality and comfort of the hoodie. Made 
from a substantial 8.50z fleece, it featured premium details like custom metal 
hardware and reinforced seams. This put it a cut above standard hoodies in terms 
of materials and construction. 


Another factor was its versatility for styling. The hoodie's simple and minimalist 
design allowed it to be incorporated into a wide variety of outfits, from casual to 
elevated. Its neutral color palette also made it easy to pair with different bottoms 
and accessories. 


Of course, the major hype and demand surrounding the hoodie itself drove its 
popularity. Being endorsed by celebrities like Kanye West and Justin Bieber made it 
a highly coveted status symbol. Jerry Lorenzo's reputation for luxury streetwear also 
added to the aura and prestige of the piece. 


In the end, the combination of premium quality, versatile styling, and brand hype 
perfected the formula for a new streetwear icon with the Essentials hoodie. 


Where to Buy the Essentials Hoodie New 


For those looking to buy the authentic Essentials hoodie brand new, there are a few 
recommended retailers to check out: 


The official Fear of God website sells the latest collections of Essentials hoodies and 
other apparel. As the direct source, this will ensure you are getting a legit hoodie 
straight from the brand. 


Major retailers like PacSun also carry the Essentials line. PacSun is one of the 
biggest authorized sellers of Fear of God and a reliable place to shop the collection. 


Department stores such as Nordstrom offer select Essentials pieces as well. Check 
Nordstrom's website or visit in-store to browse their Fear of God selection. 


Buying directly from these authorized retailers ensures you will receive an authentic 
hoodie and provides peace of mind over third party sellers. They also may offer 
promotions or sales on certain pieces not available elsewhere. 


Resale Market 


For those looking to get their hands on the coveted Essentials hoodie, the resale 
market provides additional options beyond just buying it new. Popular resale sites 
like StockX, GOAT, and Grailed have a steady supply of pre-owned Essentials 
hoodies for sale. 


StockX in particular has become a go-to destination for reselling and buying the 
latest streetwear pieces. At any given time you can find dozens of Essentials 
hoodies available on StockX in various colors and sizes. The site provides 
authentication services to ensure buyers receive a legit product. Hoodies on Stockx 
tend to range from $150 to over $300 depending on demand and availability. 


GOAT and Grailed also have authentic Essentials hoodies for resale, generally priced 
lower than StockX. However availability can be more limited compared to Stockx. 
The advantage of sites like Grailed is you can sometimes negotiate pricing with 
individual sellers. 


The resale market provides another avenue for fans who took an L on the latest 
Essentials drop or who are looking for a sold out colorway or size. Sites like Stockx 
allow you to get the exact hoodie you want, provided you're willing to pay the going 
resale rate. 


Styling Tips 


The Essentials hoodie is a versatile piece that can be dressed up or down. Here are 
some tips for styling it and caring for your hoodie: 


Outfit Ideas 


For a casual look, pair the hoodie with jeans or joggers and sneakers. Add layers like 
a denim or leather jacket on top. For athleisure, match the hoodie with leggings or 
bike shorts and running shoes. Dress it up with tailored pants or a skirt and boots. 


Sizing 


The hoodie runs oversized for a baggy, slouchy fit. Size down for a more fitted look. 
Refer to the Fear of God size chart for recommended sizing. 


Care Instructions 


Wash the hoodie inside-out in cold water and hang dry. Do not bleach or iron 
directly on the logo. Use a delicate cycle and avoid over-drying to prevent shrinking. 


Impact and Legacy 


The Fear of God Essentials hoodie has had a major impact on streetwear culture 
and left a lasting legacy. When it first launched in 2018, it immediately captured the 
attention of streetwear enthusiasts and influencers. According to an article on 
Medium, the Essentials line provided "a gateway into the world of Fear of God" with 
its more accessible pricing compared to the mainline 


The oversized, boxy fit and neutral color palette of the Essentials hoodie made it a 
staple piece to style in endless ways. Its high-quality construction but simple 
aesthetic also set it apart. The hoodie quickly developed a hype and demand as a 
must-have streetwear item. Years later, it remains one of the most coveted hoodies 
in streetwear, commanding high resale prices due to its popularity. 


The Essentials hoodie paved the way for more streetwear brands to offer luxury 
basics at lower price points. It also demonstrated the power of influencer marketing 
in streetwear, as celebrity co-signs like Justin Bieber, Kanye West, and Hailey Bieber 
fueled the hype. The hoodie's lasting popularity cemented Fear of God's status as a 
leading luxury streetwear label. It remains an iconic piece representing the brand's 
impact on blending high fashion with street style. 


Conclusion 


The Fear of God Essentials hoodie remains one of the most coveted and iconic 
pieces of streetwear today. Years after its initial release, the quality, versatility, and 
hype surrounding the hoodie has not diminished. Its legacy is cemented by the 
countless celebrities, influencers, and style icons who have been spotted wearing it 
both on and off the red carpet. 


While the hype has made the hoodies difficult to obtain and expensive on the resale 
market, their popularity endures. The signature oversized fit, boxy silhouette, and 
neutral colorways come together to create a timeless hoodie design. As Jerry 
Lorenzo continues to evolve the Fear of God brand, the Essentials hoodie serves as 
an anchor, reminding fans of his roots in luxurious streetwear. 


For both fashion enthusiasts and casual consumers, the Essentials hoodie carries an 
allure and prestige. It represents the intersection of designer fashion with casual 
cool. Much like how the Air Jordan 1 sneaker transcended its original basketball 
roots, the Essentials hoodie has become a cultural icon of its own beyond just a 
piece of clothing. This special hoodie will likely remain coveted and influential for 
years to come. 


